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one of the subdivisions of TanM, that ' desire ' which is the root of all evil. The following story, also from the Dhammapada Commentary, and translated by Mr. D. J. Subasinha, illustrates the same point.
XLIX
WRONG LOVE
THE STOBY OF GOSAKA
(Dhammapada, 213.)
(Translated from the Dhammapada Commentary by Mr. D. J. Subasinha.)
IN the town of Kosambi a courtesan gave birth to a child. Knowing that it was a son, she ordered it to be thrown on a dunghill, upon widen a crowd of dogs and crows surrounded the child. A neighbour being attracted by the sight, came hither and carried the child home with great affection. A Sitana (a millionaire) of the town, on Ms way to the palace, met the royal astrologer returning home, and inquired from him as to the position of the planets on that day. "Any child born to-day', he said,' will become the chief Sitana of the town.'
During the day, his wife was in labour, and lie, therefore, being anxious to get home, hastened to the palace and returned. He then ordered a maidservant named Kali to bring any male child born in the town on that clay by giving for it one thousand pieces of money. She went about inquiring, and finding a child born on that day, paid one thousand pieces of money to the parents and brought it to the Sitana, who thought that if his wife should bring forth a daughter she could be married to this child, but if a son, then this child should be destroyed. His wife gave birth to a son,